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AP Drawing: \\
The Complete
Exam Guide

The portfolio explained: Sustained Investigation and
Selected Works, the written evidence, how drawing skills
is judged, and 10 practice questions on portfolio
readiness.
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A portfolio,

There is no timed test. Your AP score (1-5) comes from a digital portfolio
of your own artwork and short written statements, submitted in May.
Drawing includes painting, printmaking, illustration, animation, fibers and
other mark-making media.

60% 40%

Section | - Sustained Investigation Section Il - Selected Works

Exam structure

Section Weight & timing What you do
| - Sustained 60% of score A body of work driven by a question you choose. Show
Investigation 15 digital images practice, experimentation and revision, with written evidence of

your inquiry and how the work developed.

Il - Selected Works 40% of score Five finished works that show drawing skills and synthesis of
5 digital images materials, processes and ideas. Each has a short written
description of ideas, materials and processes.

PORTFOLIO, NO SIT-DOWN EXAM

You submit your work digitally Each section is read independently

There is no timed written exam. You upload images and Portfolios are scored by at least four experienced AP
written evidence to the AP Digital Portfolio, and your Art and Design teachers or college faculty, trained to
teacher forwards it to College Board before the May apply the same rubric. Each section is scored
deadline. separately.

How to use this guide
”~ ™~

Just starting? Mid-year? Exam in weeks?
Read pages 2-6, then follow the Check the traps on page 7 and drill Take the 10 questions on page 9 in
roadmap on page 8 month by the free-response playbook on 10 minutes, then use the final-four-
month. page 6. weeks plan.

6 6

-~ Start your Sustained Investigation . Fifteen images that show real growth through
\ experimentation and revision take months, not weeks.
\
AN
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J Sustained

The heart of the portfolio: 15 images that show an inquiry-driven body of
work and how it grew through practice, experimentation and revision.

15 60% PER

digital images of works of your total AP score guiding question or practi.ce, '
and process inquiry experimentation,
revision

What readers look for
The Sustained Investigation is assessed on these areas. Each matters; none can be skipped.
Inquiry Rubric
Your guiding question row
Groth across tho L I rubrie
Growth across the work row
Syninesis e L rubrie
Synthesis row
Skl dormonsira L rubrie
Skill demonstrated row

Written evidence: you briefly identify the inquiry that guided your investigation and describe how it developed
through practice, experimentation and revision. For each image you also list materials and processes, and you
may label process images.

Strategies for a strong investigation

Ask an open question you can explore in many ways, Connect images so the 15 read as one investigation,
not a single theme you illustrate once. not 15 separate projects.
Show process images: sketches, tests and failed Push drawing skills across the body of work.

attempts count as evidence of experimentation. Write briefly and specifically: name the decisions you

Let the work change. Readers reward visible growth made and why.
and new directions.

A "failed" experiment is of inquiry.
Include it and explain what it taught you. ’
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@ The bigideas &

The course is organized around three big ideas, applied through your own
artmaking.

Investigate Materials, Processes & Ideas

reflect on and document your experiences; research artists and approaches; explore
materials and processes to inform your work.

IDEA Make Art & Design
2 develop questions to guide your work; practice, experiment and revise; make decisions
about drawing skills.

Present Art & Design
explain how materials, processes and ideas show your growth; select and present your
strongest work with clear written statements.

Drawing skills you must show

Mark-making Value & light Space & depth Composition

Line quality, gesture and Light and shade to Perspective, overlap and Arranging the surface
expressive marks. create form and mood. scale. with purpose.



SECTION Il - 40%

Selected Works

AP DRAWING - THE COMPLETE EXAM GUIDE

Five works that show your strongest drawing skills. They can come from
your Sustained Investigation, or be completely separate.

Drawing skills
What readers judge

Readers look for skilled drawing skills and a strong
synthesis of materials, processes and ideas.

Choose your five strongest finished works, not your
favorite subjects.

Photograph carefully
Image quality matters

Use even light, a neutral background, sharp focus and
true color. Crop out everything that isn't the artwork.

Poor photos can hide strong work.

¢ A plan for preparing your submission

Each work is one digital image

Written description
For each work

Briefly identify the ideas, materials and processes
used, plus citations for any sources or pre-existing
works you drew on.

Be specific: "graphite and charcoal on toned paper", not
just "drawing".

Original work
Academic integrity

Cite

Work must be your own. If you use a photo or another
artist's work as a reference, you must transform it
significantly and cite it.

Copying a photo without transformation can disqualify a
work.

Select works Photograph Write Upload & check
2 weeks 1-2 weeks 1 week 1week
Work back from the early-May deadline (11:59 PM ET). Check College Board for this year's exact date.
<Your teacher must also forward your portfolio. Finish early so there's time for both steps. )

Time plan is ACT SAT GO's suggestion.
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@ Anatomy of strong

Written evidence is short but important: it tells readers how to see your
investigation. Here is a strong example, annotated.

Sample Sustained Investigation (AP Drawing): A student draws family members' hands across three
generations, asking how hands can carry a family's history.

Inquiry stated as an open question.
Sample written evidence

@ Inquiry: How can drawings of hands show the Practice: specific experiments with materials or
history a family carries across three generations? processes.

(2) I began with graphite studies of my grandmother's Revision: what changed and why.
hands, then tested charcoal and ink washes to show
wrinkles and scars more boldly.

Synthesis: how materials, processes and ideas came
together.

@ After critique, | moved from isolated studies to

layered compositions, overlapping three generations'

hands on transparent drafting film.

(@) Layering let me combine my ideas about inheritance
with a process where each drawing literally sits on top
of the last.

Five habits for a strong portfolio

1 2 3 4

Photograph process Keep a sketchbook or Write evidence in Cite any reference

5

Get honest feedback

on your weakest five
images.

and finished work as log of every decision. plain, specific images or sources.
you go. language.
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LEARN FROM OTHERS

10 traps that cost ©5

pictures =

points investigation! (No.)

Meet Glitch. He lives in these ten mistakes.
Squash each one before May.

( (
(071 Themeinstead of inquiry (02 Novisible growth
"Nature" is a theme. "How can texture show the Fifteen similar finished works don't show
passage of time?" is an inquiry that drives work. practice, experimentation or revision.
( (
(03 Hiding process (4 Vague writing
Sketches and tests are evidence. Include and "l explored my feelings" says little. Name
label them. materials, decisions and changes.
( (
(5 Copying photos (G Poor photography
Work based on others' images must be Blurry, glare-filled or badly cropped images hide
significantly transformed and cited. your skill.
()7 Disconnected works (08 Weak Selected Works
Your investigation should read as one connected Choose the five works that best show skill and
body of work. synthesis, not just your favorites.
L
(
09 Ignoring composition 10 Missing the deadline
Readers judge composition and design decisions, Upload, write and submit early; your teacher
not just technique. must also forward the portfolio.
L L

Quick self-check: can you state your inquiry as a question, and point to three images that show it changing
through experimentation or revision?

Content © ACT SAT GO.
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A portfolio grows over the whole year. Use this plan to keep
your Sustained Investigation moving.

m Your study roadmap @
=

Sep - Oct O Skills and possible inquiries
Explore Experiment with materials and processes. Fill a sketchbook and brainstorm several possible
questions.

Nov -Dec Choose your inquiry

Commit . Pick the question you'll investigate and start making connected work. Photograph everything.

Jan - Mar Q Practice, experiment, revise

Investigate Build toward 15 images. Get feedback, revise, and let the investigation change direction.

April Choose Selected Works
select = pick your five strongest works. Photograph them carefully and draft the written descriptions.

Early May O Upload and submit
Submit g Upload images and writing to the AP Digital Portfolio and submit before the early-May deadline.

Scores released in July

Scores Portfolios are scored by trained readers over the summer. There is no sit-down exam.
The final four weeks
Week Focus Target
4 weeks before All 15 Sl images made Show clear growth
deadline
3 weeks before Photograph all works Sharp, even light, true color
2 weeks before Write evidence and descriptions Specific and concise
Final week Upload, review, submit Submitted before the deadline

Study plan © ACT SAT GO. e
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TEST YOURSELF

10 portfolio-readiness questions

Original questions written by ACT SAT GO to check your understanding of
portfolio requirements and art-and-design thinking (there is no multiple-
choice exam). Give yourself 10 minutes, then check page 10.

o PORTFOLIO STRUCTURE a PORTFOLIO STRUCTURE

How many digital images are required for the Sustained What share of the AP score comes from Selected Works?
Investigation?

A 25% B 40%
A5 B 10 C 50% D 60%
c 15 D 20
a INQUIRY o EVIDENCE
Which is the strongest guiding inquiry for a Sustained Which image best shows experimentation?
Investigation? A A page of thumbnail tests comparing charcoal, ink and
A My dog graphite marks
B Drawings of flowers B A finished drawing photographed twice
C Things I like C A photo of the art room
D How can changes in line weight show emotional tension D A copy of a famous painting

in portraits?

a ORIGINALITY G WRITING

You base a drawing on a photo from the internet. To meet Which materials description is most useful to readers?
requirements you must: A "Vine charcoal, white conté and erasers on toned gray
A copy it as exactly as possible paper"
B transform it significantly and cite the source B "Art supplies"
C avoid mentioning it C "Stuff from home"
D only useitifitis black and white D "Drawing"

DRAWING SKILLS e SELECTED WORKS

Which best describes the drawing skill of using light and Selected Works may come from:

L ”
shade to create the illusion of form? only the Sustained Investigation

A Gesture B Collage B only work made outside it
C Value and modeling D Typography c only work made in the final month
D the Sustained Investigation, separate work, or both

a REVISION m SUBMISSION

Which statement best shows revision in written evidence? The portfolio is submitted:
A "l finished the drawing." A by mail as original artworks
B "After critique, | reduced detail in the background so the B atatimed exam session
figure's gesture became the focus.” C as digital images through the AP Digital Portfolio before
"l like this one most." the early-May deadline
D "It took three hours." D inJune

Practice questions © ACT SAT GO; not official College Board material. o
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@ Answer key &

Read every explanation, even for questions you got right. Each one points
to a pattern that keeps coming back on the exam.

# Answer Why

1 The Sustained Investigation requires 15 digital images.
Selected Works is 40%; the Sustained Investigation is 60%.

B-40%

It is an open, exploratory question about a specific drawing decision. The others are subjects
or themes.

Testing different media side by side is direct evidence of experimentation.

Work based on others' images must be significantly transformed and the source cited.
Specific materials and surfaces help readers understand your process.

Value and modeling use light and shade to suggest three-dimensional form.

Selected Works can come from the Sustained Investigation, from separate work, or both.

It names a specific change and the reason for it, which is clear evidence of revision.

10

Portfolios are uploaded digitally to the AP Digital Portfolio before the early-May deadline.

T ®

9-10 6-8

Ready. Focus on making and Nearly there. Re-read the Review the portfolio structure with
photographing your strongest requirements on the Sustained your teacher before going further.
work. Investigation page.
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How students

In recent years, about 83-84% of students earned a 3 or higher on AP
Drawing, and about 16-17% earned a 5. Portfolio scores reward a clear
inquiry and visible growth over the year.

o 6 o

83-84% 16-17%

of students earned a 3 or higher in earned the top score of 5 in recent is the score many colleges accept
recent years years for credit or placement

What each AP score means

Extremely well qualified Very well qualified Qualified Possibly qualified No recommendation

Ranges reflect recent College Board score distributions and shift a little each year. Credit and placement policies vary by college, so
check each college's AP policy.

Exam-day checklist

O All 15 Sustained Investigation images uploaded All reference sources cited

O 5 Selected Works images uploaded Photos are sharp, well lit and cropped

O Written evidence for the inquiry and practice,
experimentation and revision

Portfolio submitted in the AP Digital Portfolio before the
early-May deadline

O 00O

O Ideas, materials and processes listed for every work Teacher has forwarded your portfolio to College Board

. . . A A 5 ,
For your portfolio: pursue a real question, show growth through practice, -
experimentation and revision, write specific evidence, cite your sources, and present \
every image clearly.
5/5

Score ranges summarized from recent AP score distributions.
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ACT SAT GO - 1-ON-1 AP TUTORING

Aiming forab5? Geta
personal AP Drawing
plan.

Book a free consultation. We'll help you plan your www.actsatgo.com/
q . . q q q . s consultation
investigation timeline, strengthen your written evidence skills,

and prepare your submission. Your artwork stays entirely your

own.

Book a free diagnostic lesson >

Portfolio planning Writing skills Critique practice

One-on-one sessions to plan Coaching on clear, specific Practice critiquing and revising

your timeline, inquiry and written evidence. We teach using sample works, so you

photography workflow. skills; your art and words stay can judge your own work
100% your own. objectively.

Contactus
Share this guide
Web www.actsatgo.com

Know a classmate taking AP Drawing? Send them the
link. It's free to download at www.actsatgo.com, along
with guides for every other AP subject.

Email info@actsatgo.com

Phone +1(945) 391-6179

AP® and Advanced Placement® are trademarks registered by College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.
Exam structure, weightings, question types and score information are summarized from publicly available College Board materials. Practice
questions, sample responses and study plans are original works by ACT SAT GO and are not official exam questions or scoring guidelines.
© ACT SAT GO. Free to share for personal, non-commercial study use.
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