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Two sections,

Your AP score (1-5) combines listening and reading multiple choice with
four free-response questions, all in Spanish. The course centers on a
required reading list of works from Spain, Latin America and the United
States.

10% 40% 50%

Listening - 1... ! . .
ISl Reading - 50 questions Free response - 4 questions

Exam structure

Section Weight & timing What you do
IA - Listening 10% of score Authentic audio such as an author interview, a recited poem or
20 minutes a literary presentation.

15 questions

IB - Reading 40% of score 6 sets of 7-10 questions on texts from different genres and
1Thour periods, including one set pairing a required text with a non-
50 questions required one.

Il - Free response 50% of score 2 short answers (~30 min): text explanation and text and art
Thr 40 min comparison - 2 essays (~70 min): analysis of a single text and
4 questions text comparison on a theme.

FULLY DIGITAL
Everything happens in Bluebook Know every work deeply

You answer every question, including the written Free-response questions name works from the required
responses, in College Board's Bluebook testing app. list. For each one, know the author, period, movement,
Responses are submitted automatically at the end. themes and key literary techniques.

Practice typing timed answers before May.

How to use this guide

7 ™~
Just starting? Mid-year? Exam in weeks?
Read pages 2-6, then follow the Check the traps on page 7 and drill Take the 10 questions on page 9 in
roadmap on page 8 month by the free-response playbook on 13 minutes, then use the final-four-
month. page 6. weeks plan.
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J Listening &

65 questions in 80 minutes. Reading questions ask about meaning, literary
devices, historical context and connections between texts.

15 50 o

listening questions in 20 reading questions in 60 of your total AP score points lost for a wrong
minutes minutes answer, so never leave
one blank
How the section is weighted
Share of the total exam score.
Reading o
6 passage sets 40%

Listening o
Audio texts - 10%

What this means for your study time: Reading is four times the weight of listening. Practice reading poetry and
prose in Spanish and naming the literary techniques you see.

Strategies that work on this section

Identify genre and period first: they guide your For paired texts, look for a shared theme and how
interpretation. each author treats it differently.

Know literary terms in Spanish: metafora, hipérbaton, Use context clues for unfamiliar words; don't stop
encabalgamiento, apostrofe, ironia, narrador reading.

omnisciente.

Never leave a blank. There is no penalty for guessing.
Connect texts to movements: Barroco, Romanticismo,
Modernismo, Generacion del 98, Boom.

Literary terms are tested . Make
flashcards in Spanish, not English.
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The course moves through periods and movements. Each unit pairs
required works with their historical and cultural context.

La época medieval El siglo XVI
medieval Spanish literature and its the early Golden Age: picaresque

religious and cultural values. 2 novel, Renaissance poetry and the encounter with
the Americas.

UNIT

El siglo XVII UNIT Romanticismo, realismo y naturalismo
the Baroque: Cervantes, Sor Juana 4 the 19th century: emotion, social
and the height of the Golden Age. realism and determinism.

La Generacion del 98 y el Modernismo UNIT Teatro y poesia del siglo XX
crisis of identity in Spain and the 6 vanguard poetry and modern theater,
renewal of poetic language in Latin America. including Lorca and Neruda.

El Boom latinoamericano UNIT Escritores contemporaneos
magical realism and narrative 8 recent writers from the United States
experimentation in the 1960s-70s. and Spain: identity, migration and memory.
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SECTION 11

The 4 free-response questions

100 minutes for 2 short answers and 2 essays, all written in Spanish.

Text explanation Single-text essay Comparison essay

Short answers ~30 minutes in total; essays ~70 minutes in total

Text explanation Text and art comparison
Short answer Short answer

Identify the author and period of an excerpt from a Compare how a required text and a work of art
required work, and explain how it develops a theme. (painting, photo or sculpture) treat a shared theme.
Name the author, the work and the movement in your Describe one specific detail from the artwork.

first sentence.

Analysis of a single text Q4 Text comparison
Essay Essay
Analyze how an author uses literary techniques to Compare two excerpts on a shared theme, one from a
explore a theme in an excerpt from a required work. required work and one not on the list, analyzing
techniques.

Thesis + techniques + textual examples + effect on
meaning. Give both excerpts equal attention and evidence.

¢ A time plan for the 100 minutes

Q4
~35 min

A suggested split, not a rule. Start with the question type you're strongest at, and never leave a question blank.

<Essays need literary analysis, not plot summary. Explain how techniques create meaning. )

Time plan is ACT SAT GO's suggestion. e
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@ Anatomyofa

Here is a short poem by Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (public domain) and a
strong analysis paragraph in Spanish, annotated.

Practice prompt (single-text analysis style): Analiza como el poeta usa recursos literarios para expresar su
vision de la poesia en esta rima de Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (Romanticismo, siglo XIX). ;Qué es poesia?, dices
mientras clavas

en mi pupila tu pupila azul.

¢Qué es poesia? ;Y tu me lo preguntas?

Poesia... eres tu.

Context: author and movement.

Sample analysis paragraph

@ En esta rima, Bécquer, poeta del Romanticismo, Technique + quotation, named in Spanish.
presenta la poesia no como un concepto abstracto sino

como una experiencia emocional. Effect of the image on the reader.

@ La estructura de dialogo y las preguntas retoricas Link to the movement and the theme.
("¢Qué es poesia?") crean un tono intimo, como si el

lector escuchara una conversacion entre enamorados.

@ La imagen de las pupilas que se encuentran sugiere
una conexion directa e inmediata.

@ Finalmente, la metafora "Poesia... eres tu" identifica
la poesia con la amada, reflejando la idea romantica de
que el sentimiento es la esencia del arte.

Five habits for every essay

1 2 3 4 5

Underline every task Write a defensible Back every claim with Keep 2 minutes to Stuck? Answer each

verb in the prompt thesis in your first specific evidence, reread and fix part separately in
before you plan. paragraph. then explain it. unclear sentences. order. Partial credit is
real.
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LEARN FROM OTHERS

10 traps that cost

points

Meet Glitch. He lives in these ten mistakes.

Squash each one before May.

Plot summary
Retelling the story isn't analysis. Explain how
techniques create meaning.

Wrong period or movement

Know each required work's century and
movement precisely.

Ignoring the artwork

In Q2, describe concrete details of the image, not
just its theme.

No thesis

Each essay needs a clear thesis about how the
theme is developed.

Ignoring context

Historical and cultural context helps explain a
work's themes.

02

04

06

.
08

10
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63

Just summarize the
plot! (No.)

Terms in English
Use literary terms in Spanish: metafora, simil,
hipérbole, anafora.

Neglecting one text
In Q4, analyze both excerpts with specific details,
not just the familiar one.

Confusing author and narrator

The narrator or poetic voice is not automatically
the author.

Grammar errors that block meaning

Accurate Spanish matters; review accents and
verb agreement.

Running out of time

Keep short answers short so the essays get
enough time.

Quick self-check: for Lazarillo de Tormes, Don Quijote, "Hombres necios que acusais" and "La siesta del martes",
can you name the author, century, movement and one key theme in Spanish?

Content © ACT SAT GO.
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A steady plan beats a last-minute rush. Make a ficha for every

Your study roadmap @
=

required work as you read it.

Sep -Oct
Medieval + Golden
Age

Nov -Dec
19th century

Jan-Feb
20th century

Units 1-3

Medieval works, the picaresque, Cervantes and Sor Juana. Build literary vocabulary in Spanish.
Units 4-5
Romanticism, Realism, the Generation of '98 and Modernismo. Write short text explanations.

Unit 6
Lorca, Neruda and the vanguard. Practice text-and-art comparisons.

Mar - Apr Units 7-8
Boom + Magical realism and contemporary writers. Write timed comparison essays.
contemporary
Early May Full timed sections
Sharpen Listening, reading and all four free-response questions under timing. Review your fichas.
AP Spanish Literature exam
May Sleep well, charge your device, and use the checklist at the end of this guide.
The final four weeks
Week Focus Target
4 weeks out Diagnose: one reading set and one timed essay List works you know least
3 weeks out Fichas for every required work Author, period, themes, techniques
2 weeks out Full 3-hour practice exam Finish all four questions
Final week Light review: literary terms, movements, fichas Rest the night before

Study plan © ACT SAT GO.
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TEST YOURSELF

10 practice questions

Original questions written by ACT SAT GO in the style of the exam, pitched
at the harder end. Give yourself 13 minutes for all ten, then check page 11.

o POESIA - RECURSOS

Las preguntas 1-4 se refieren a la rima de Bécquer.

.
¢Qué es poesia?, dices mientras clavas

en mi pupila tu pupila azul.
¢:Qué es poesia? ;Y tu me lo preguntas?
Poesia... eres tu.

Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer, Rima XXI (dominio publico)

\

El ultimo verso, "Poesia... eres tu", es principalmente un ejemplo de:

A metafora B hipérbaton

C onomatopeya D aliteracién

e POESIA - MOVIMIENTO e POESIA - ESTRUCTURA

El énfasis en el sentimiento y la amada como fuente de Las preguntas en los versos 1y 3 sirven sobre todo
arte es tipico del: para:

A Barroco B Realismo A pedir informacion cientifica

C Boom D Romanticismo B criticar a la amada

C crear un didlogo intimo y preparar la respuesta
final

D describir un paisaje

o POESIA - IMAGEN a SIGLO XVI

La imagen de "mi pupila" y "tu pupila azul" sugiere: Lazarillo de Tormes es el modelo del género:

A distanciay frialdad A novela picaresca B novela pastoril
B una conexidn directa e intima entre los amantes C novela de caballerias D novela realista
C un problema de salud
D

un recuerdo de la infancia

Practice questions © ACT SAT GO; not official College Board material. o



(continued)

En "Hombres necios que acusais", Sor Juana Inés de la
Cruz critica principalmente:

A lainjusticia de la sociedad virreinal hacia los
indigenas

la Iglesia catdlica

C la doble moral de los hombres que culpan a las
mujeres

D la guerra de independencia

En La casa de Bernarda Alba, el luto y la imagen del
encierro representan:

A lalibertad de las hijas
B lariqueza de la familia
C la alegria de la boda
D

la represion y el control social

¢Cual de estas oraciones es analisis literario, no resumen?
A La madre llega al pueblo con su hija.

La historia ocurre un martes.

AP SPANISH LIT -

En San Manuel Bueno, mdrtir, Unamuno explora sobre
todo:

la conquista de América

B |a duda religiosa y el conflicto entre fe y razon
C lavida urbana moderna
D el humor picaresco

"La siesta del martes" de Gabriel Garcia Marquez se
caracteriza por:

A un realismo sobrio que muestra la dignidad de una
madre ante el pueblo

B un tono exagerado y fantastico
versos rimados

D un narrador en primera persona que es un picaro

B
C El narrador describe el calor sofocante, lo que intensifica la hostilidad del pueblo hacia la madre.
D

El cura abre la puerta.

Practice questions © ACT SAT GO; not official College Board material.
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@ Answer key &

Read every explanation, even for questions you got right. Each one points
to a pattern that keeps coming back on the exam.

# Answer Why
1 "Poesia... eres tu" directly identifies poetry with the beloved: a metaphor.
2 Bécquer is a key late-Romantic poet; feeling and love as the essence of art is a Romantic idea.

D .
Romanticismo

3 The rhetorical questions create an intimate dialogue and build toward the final answer.

@

The meeting gaze suggests direct, intimate connection between the lovers.
Lazarillo de Tormes (1554) is the model of the picaresque novel.
Sor Juana's redondillas expose the double standard of men who blame women for behavior

they themselves encourage.

Unamuno, of the Generation of '98, explores religious doubt and the conflict between faith and
reason.

Lorca uses mourning, enclosure and Bernarda's control to represent repression and social
control, especially of women.

Garcia Marquez uses restrained realism to show the mother's dignity facing the town's
hostility.

10

Analysis explains how a technique (description of heat) creates an effect (intensified hostility).

9-10 6-8

Strong. Move on to full timed free- On track. Revisit the unit behind Build foundations now. Make fichas
response practice. every miss on page 4. for every required work and learn
literary terms in Spanish.
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How students

In recent years, about 70-71% of students earned a 3 or higher on AP
Spanish Literature and Culture, and about 9-20% earned a 5. Steady
preparation is what moves a score up a full point.

° 9-20°

70-71% -20%

of students earned a 3 or higher in earned the top score of 5 in recent is the score many colleges accept
recent years years for credit or placement

What each AP score means

Extremely well qualified Very well qualified Qualified Possibly qualified No recommendation

Ranges reflect recent College Board score distributions and shift a little each year. Credit and placement policies vary by college, so
check each college's AP policy.

Exam-day checklist

O Bluebook is installed and updated, and your device Headphones tested for the listening section

passed the exam check Plan your time: ~15 min per short answer and ~35 min

O Device fully charged, with the charger packed per essay

Answer every multiple-choice question. Wrong
answers don't lose points

O Admission ticket and photo ID, as your school requires

O Confirm your exam day and start time in May with your
AP coordinator

O O OO

Review your fichas for every required work

_ , . ~~15)
In the free-response section: name the author, work and movement, use literary terms in -
Spanish, support every claim with specific textual evidence, and explain how techniques \
develop the theme.
5/5
A A

Score ranges summarized from recent AP score distributions. G
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ACT SAT GO - 1-ON-1 AP TUTORING

Aiming forab5? Geta
personal AP Spanish Lit
plan.

Book a free diagnostic lesson. We'll find your weakest units,
review your practice responses, and give you a week-by-
week plan to exam day in May.

Scan to book
www.actsatgo.com/
consultation

Book a free diagnostic lesson >

Literature tutoring

Live 1-on-1 sessions on every
required work, with literary
analysis in Spanish.

Essay coaching

Write short answers and
essays in Spanish and get
them scored against rubric-

Timed exam practice

Full-length multiple-choice sets
with score reports, so you see

progress before May.
style criteria.

Contactus
Share this guide
Web www.actsatgo.com

Know a classmate taking AP Spanish Literature and
Culture? Send them the link. It's free to download at
www.actsatgo.com, along with guides for every other
AP subject.

Email info@actsatgo.com

Phone +1(945) 391-6179

AP® and Advanced Placement® are trademarks registered by College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.
Exam structure, weightings, question types and score information are summarized from publicly available College Board materials. Practice
questions, sample responses and study plans are original works by ACT SAT GO and are not official exam questions or scoring guidelines.
© ACT SAT GO. Free to share for personal, non-commercial study use.
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